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enterprises that can be carried through by joint action.
In short, the social interest is part and parcel of the
general objective interest of man.

The social motive is of the same order as the musical
or the mathematical motive. Just as one who has the
musical gift takes to music naturally and finds it inter-
esting for its own sake, so the socially gifted individual
understands other people, sees the possibilities of col-
lective activity, and the ways of coordinating it, and
enters into such doings with gusto. It would be ill-
advised to speak of a social instinct underlying this be-
havior; for the fact is not that nature provides a set
of special ready-made movements to be called out by
the presence of other persons. The social gift is a
capacity for learning social behavior. Individuals differ
in degree in the social gift, as in other capacities; some
are capable of becoming creative artists or inventors
along social lines; most men are followers here as else-
where, yet have enough capacity to participate in group
activities.

The first sign of the social motive in the infant is his
attention to other persons. The six-months baby gazes
at faces in preference to any other object. Very early,
too, he responds by vocal and other movements to the
actions of other persons. A little later he reaches the
so-called imitative stage, already discussed, of which
the chief features are his growing ability to perceive and
appreciate the actions of other persons and the results
which they accomplish, and his tendency to attempt to
make the same acts and reach the same results. The
child is docile; he likes to be told and to be"shown; and
thus his curiosity about objects is mixed up with the